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Other books suffer from the problem of generic expectation: -+ others look like adult
books but are actually for a developing audience. ‘Teenage fiction’ (which forms this
latter category) is a comparatively recent phenomenon. In 1971 Frank Eyre was still

pondering on the difficulties of this genre:"
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The number of titles of children's books went on rising, to the point that in 1991 the
number of children’s titles published in the United Kingdom (6,154) exceeded by more
than 1,000 the number published in the USA (5,111), yet the USA had five times the

population.”’
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